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The Brewer Historical Society in 2020
Covid-19 restrictions made a significant impact on the Brewer Historical Society this year.
However, even though we were unable to present scheduled events, we continued to work to
meet our goals for the preservation and promotion of Brewer's historical heritage.
The Clewley Museum and Chamberlain-Freedom Park were maintained and needed repairs
completed. Thank you to Bill Higgins, Barney and Charlotte Thompson and Bob Daigle for their
expertise. Alexander's Professional Landscaping maintained the park as in the past. In addition,
there were numerous requests for information concerning Brewer's history and we responded to
each inquiry, providing either information from our Resource Center or providing a follow-up
reference source. Our Facebook page and web site along with the Facebook page "You know
you grew up in Brewer when..." provided a valuable forum for exchange of information. Because
of Brittany Goetting's efforts, our Facebook and web site have been both updated and improved
this summer. Please take some time to check out our web site along with our Facebook page and
see what Brittany has accomplished. An important addition to the web site was to provide a
photograph for each place on the Historic Register, complimenting the description.
In addition, the complete contents of the museum have been copied from our in-house dedicated
system to a research friendly electronic mode. This activity is part of a program in which the
Board of Directors is actively reviewing how we can effectively promote the Clewley Museum
to the community and beyond.
This has been a unique summer and we are grateful for the support of our members and friends.
(The following letter was mailed to all Brewer Historical Society members this spring)
Dear Brewer Historical Society friends and members,
We hope that this letter finds you and your loved ones safe and healthy. We wanted to provide
you with an update about the Brewer Historical Society’s plans during the current health crisis.
First, our monthly membership meetings have been cancelled for the remainder of 2020. This
includes our annual potluck in August and holiday party in December. Second, the Spaghetti
Supper and Auction have been canceled. We do not anticipate that we will be able to host any
in-person events or fundraisers this year. We look forward to seeing you again in Spring 2021!
We may not be able to meet in person, but we hope that we will be able to continue to share
Brewer history and engage with the community. We are currently discussing ways in which we
can update the Clewley Museum and post a tour of the museum online. We also continue to
remain active on our website and social media platforms. We have shared various free online
genealogical and property resources on our Facebook page. Many of these resources are
available under the “Resources” tab on our website.
Historical Society would like to record the experiences of Brewer residents and Historical Society
members. What has been your experience during the COVID-19 pandemic? You can post about
your experiences on our website or email David Hanna at thanna51@yahoo.com. Please note that
your posts will be saved as a historical record and will not be used in any other way.
We would like to end this letter by sharing that we were recently able to award Michaela “Mickey”

Hersey the “Arthur C.
essay below.

Verow” Scholarship for 2020. We have included her beautifully written

“As I write this essay in the same house my father grew up in, one thing comes to mind: home. It is the
place where you decompress, share some of your most vulnerable moments and create everlasting
memories with your friends and family. As for my father and I, growing up in the same house in Brewer
makes it easy to share memories even though there may be decades in between.
Within the same city limits, I enjoyed the time I spent at my great grandmother Lucille ‘Dougherty’
Brimmer’s old farm house at 142 Chamberlain Street. I will always remember the chimes of the many old
clocks, the dirt floor basement, pictures of my grandfather as a kid on the walls and my great
grandfather’s workshop full of old tools. I enjoyed the board games. During some family gatherings,
four generations of the family played ‘ruthless’ games of croquet. I also remember how the house would
smell when she made me her favorite rotisserie chicken. Since her passing, one thing that anchors my
memories to her is the old farm house.
I learned from my great grandmother how a large barn once stood behind the house. In fact, the original
homestead included many acres of land and over the years was home to a brickyard and Dougherty
Brother’s Dairy. The dairy was run by brothers Lewis and Hugh Dougherty. When my mother was
trying to preserve some of the memories of the home and pass along keepsakes to family members, I
learned that the land was once owned by Joshua Chamberlain in the 1860’s. The same land my mother
likes to tell stories of cutting Christmas trees on with my great grandparents.
I can remember being told how uncomfortable my humble great grandmother was to be interviewed
during the dedication of the Dougherty sports complex. She was over 90 years old at the time and did
not feel comfortable taking credit for something that her family did many years ago. Under the condition
that the land be used for the children of Brewer, I learned how the Dougherty brothers were paid $1 for
the land that eventually became Washington Street School and then the Dougherty Sports Complex.
When it comes to how Brewer history is important for my present and future education, I would point to
how I watched my great grandmother care for my great grandfather as he neared the end of his life in
their home on Chamberlain Street. I then watched my mother assist my great grandmother with her care
as she aged and wanted to stay in her home as long as possible. As I have watched my great
grandparents and grandparents age, I have learned how many struggle to find good healthcare. I have
come to realize that this problem is not unique to our area and it has motivated me to work towards
becoming a physician myself. I plan on staying local and attending the University of Maine majoring in
Biology. This is the step I am taking towards impacting my community as I hope to one day, join the very
demanding healthcare workforce.
Now, as I frequently drive past the house at 142 Chamberlain St, I see the young family my mother sold
the house to and how much they enjoy it. It really goes to show that although the house may have been
built many years ago ‘old’ houses in Brewer hold more love, more memories and more character. If we
take care of what has been loved, it is easier to remember those that loved it while carrying their wisdom
and love forward.”
We look forward to meeting again in the future. Please stay safe and well.
Sincerely,
The Brewer Historical Society Board of Directors
________________________________________________

Update on the Brewer Register of Historic Places

The Brewer Register of Historic Places presently has 31 sites, most of them
representing the historic houses of Brewer. Over the summer each of these places was
photographed and combined with a description. Now there is an updated version on our
web page that allows you to see the place and read about it's importance in Brewer.
Please check out "brewerhistoricalsociety.org" and click on "Historic Register".
If you are interested in joining the program please contact David Hanna at
"thanna51@yahoo.com" for more information.
The Brewer Register of Historic Places Program
The Brewer Register of Historic Places is a program to increase awareness of Brewer’s
history by developing a registry that recognizes houses over 100 years old, residences
of historic figures and important historic city sites. The program is a partnership between
the City of Brewer and the Brewer Historical Society. This register is open to all Brewer
property owners and is a non-regulatory recognition of the value of Brewer’s past
history.
The City of Brewer, through the City Council’s Historic Resources Advisory Board,
provides a clearing house for historic place registration. The Brewer Historical Society
maintains the documentation of the Registry.
The program will be promoted to the citizens of Brewer as a way to become actively
involved in the City’s history by displaying a sign on the outside of a qualified property
that depicts the homeowner’s naming of the house, the date the property was built, a

replica of the historic Brewer seal and the Brewer Historical Society designation at the
bottom. A Historic Resources Advisory Board member will interview the property owner,
complete an architectural and historical history, provide a historical deed chain for the
records and the homeowner, and arrange for the historical sign. The owner will pay a
nominal fee for the sign. All records, photographs, and historical information will be
archived by the Brewer Historical Society.
At the time the sign is produced, the property owner will be notified and the sign will be
presented to the property owner and the property recognized as being part of the
Brewer Register of Historic Places.

57 Parker Street
This 1.4 storey Cape Cod was built prior to the Civil War and was at one time
owned by Joseph Baker who, in 1873, donated the property as a parsonage to the
Brewer Methodist Church (now at 40 South Main Street). It remained the
parsonage until 1922 when a new parsonage (now gone) was purchased. The
house was placed on the Brewer Register of Historic Places by owner William
Grant Junior

Barbara and Gordon Doane
By Frances Verow

Mom, Barbara Doan, and dad, Gordon Doan, drove to City Hall on the Harley and got
married by Paul Clish. During WWII they belonged to a Harley motorcycle club and took
me with them when I was probably 3 or 4 years old. I vaguely remember going with
them. They put me in the middle between them on the motorcycle. I remember I was
fascinated by the egg throwing contests they had at the motorcycle club gatherings.
There were quite a few in the club. Sometimes they all went on trips to New Hampshire
and other places. If I remember correctly dad had to give up his Harley after having 3 of
us 5 children. I think it was in the 1950s. Mom, even in her 80’s, still liked motorcycles.
She would go visit and discuss motorcycles with people that were traveling on
motorcycles. My 3 brothers all had motorcycle at one time or another and mom enjoyed
that. Mom gave her leather motorcycle jacket, which was in great shape, to my daughter
Suzette because Suzette’s husband has a BMW motorcycle (still has it).

IF YOU ARE RECEIVING THIS BY LAND MAIL AND WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THE
NEWSLETTER AND OTHER INFORMATION SENT BY E-MAIL, PLEASE SEND YOUR
E-MAIL ADDRESS TO THANNA51@YAHOO.COM AND WE WILL SEND OUT
INFORMATION ELECTRONICALLY. THANK YOU

PLEASE DO NOT FORGET TO MAKE YOUR ANNUAL DUES PAYMENT. THEY
ARE DUE ON APRIL 1ST 2021, BUT EARLY PAYMENT IS ALWAYS
APPRECIATED. YOU MAY MAIL THEM TO BREWER HISTORICAL SOCIETY PO
BOX 602 BREWER, MAINE
INDIVIDUAL.................................$20.00
FAMILY........................................$30.00
LIFETIME.....................................$200.00
(PLEASE CHECK WITH TC HANNA AT THANNA51@YAHOO.COM IF ANY
QUESTIONS

THANK YOU FOR YOUR IMPORTANT SUPPORT

THANK YOU FOR YOUR IMPORTANT SUPPORT

